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Patricia Piccinini, Australia, born 1965, The long awaited, 2008, silicon, fibreglass, human hair, plywood, leather, clothing. 92.0 x 151.0 x 81.0 cm. Detached Cultural 
Organisation, Hobart. Photographer: Graham Baring. Courtesy of the artist, Roslyn Oxley9 Gallery, Sydney, Tolarno Galleries, Melbourne, Haunch of Venison, New York. 



 
 

 
 
… is a spectacular new exhibition at the Art Gallery of South Australia, showcasing 
the life’s work of the renowned artist, Patricia Piccinini. The exhibition is unique to 
Adelaide.  
 
Patricia Piccinini is known nationally and internationally for her fantastical, 
sensational and sometimes controversial works, which explore themes of genetic-
engineering, bio-science and technology.  
 
Curated by Jane Messenger, Once upon a time… presents Piccinini’s unsettling, 
fairytale vision where the lines are blurred between human, animal and machine; art 
science and technology; past, present and future.   
 
Comprising sixty-five works created over the artist’s fifteen year career, Once upon a 
time… is the largest and most comprehensive exhibition of this influential Australian 
artist ever staged.    
 
On display are many of Piccinini’s startlingly life-like fantasy creatures as well as 
poignant contemporary sculpture, photographs, video and drawings, inspired by the 
great European artistic traditions. Patricia Piccinini has also created new works 
especially for this exhibition, which are being revealed for the first time.   
 
A special feature of the exhibition is “The Lab”; a hands-on, interactive space within 
the display where children can create their own creatures inspired by Piccinini’s art.  
 
Art Gallery Members will have the first opportunity to view this exciting exhibition at a 
Members’ Only Preview Day on Friday 15 April, before the exhibition opens to the 
public the following day. 
 
This groundbreaking exhibition is being supported by exhibition partner, Ernst & 
Young and by the Government of South Australia as part of an initiative to develop 
major exhibitions of international standing in the state.  
  
 
PUBLIC INFORMATION:  
 
Tickets: Adults $15, Concession $12, Members & Students $10, Children U16 free. 
Families (2 adults + children) just $25  
 
Buy tickets, become a Member and find more information at 
www.artgallery.sa.gov.au/onceuponatime  
 
 
MEDIA CONTACTS:  
 
Marketing & Communication Department  
Art Gallery of South Australia 
Phone 08 8207 7032 or 08 8207 7554 
Email agsa.marketing@artgallery.sa.gov.au  
 
Images are now available for media download from: 
http://www.artgallery.sa.gov.au/agsa/home/Media_Centre/2011/Patricia_Piccinini/index.html  


