Desert Country

Contemporary Aboriginal Painting.
Discover an oasis of colour.

The first exhibition to chart the evolution of Australia’s most influential art movement is
showing at the Art Gallery of South Australia.

Desert Country reveals the extraordinary development of the Australian desert painting
movement and the flourishing cross-cultural relationships between Aboriginal artists working
in the desert regions of South Australia, Western Australia and the Northern Territory.

IMAGE: Kunmanara (Eileen Yaritja) Stevens, Australia, c.1915 — 2008, Pitjantjatjara people, South Australia, Piltati , 2005, Nyapari, South
Australia, synthetic polymer paint on canvas, 105.0 x 150.0cm. Ed and Sue Tweddell Fund for South Australian Contemporary Art 2005. Art
Gallery of South Australia, Adelaide. © Kunmanara (Eileen Yaritja) Stevens, Courtesy of Tjungu Palya.



Through 100 dynamic paintings, Desert Country showcases the enormous diversity of desert
art, from the exquisite watercolours of Albert Namatjira, to the ground-breaking canvases of
the Papunya Tula artists, and the latest stunning works to emerge from the APY Lands.

Among the highlights are the profoundly powerful works by Pitjantjatjara artists, mapping the
devastated lands which they were forced to vacate during the atomic bomb and rocket
testing of the 1950s.

All the works on display in Desert Country are drawn entirely from the extensive holdings of
Aboriginal art from the Art Gallery of South Australia. More than a third of the paintings are
new acquisitions which are being shown for the first time publicly.

The Desert Country exhibition continues the Art Gallery of South Australia’s pioneering
tradition in the area of Indigenous art. The Gallery was the first cultural institution to
purchase a work by an Indigenous artist (Albert Namatjira in 1939) and in 1981, became the
first to start collecting western desert ‘dot’ painting.

Art Gallery of South Australia Director Nick Mitzevich says “Without a doubt, desert painting
is Australia’s single most significant contribution to the art world and it deserves to be
celebrated. | am very proud that the Art Gallery of South Australia is continuing to lead the
way in the promotion of Aboriginal art, by being the first to document the rise of the desert art
movement.”

Nici Cumpston , the curator of the exhibition, hopes that beyond its artistic goals, the
exhibition will also be a step forward to improved race relations with the wider Australian
community. “Desert Country allows us into an ancient existence and to witness history
through the contemporary art of the oldest living culture in the world. Taking the time to learn
the stories behind the paintings is one of the ways that enables us all to understand this
culture and to enhance our respect for it”, she says.

The Desert Country exhibition, public programs, catalogue and national tour are made
possible thanks to the substantial sponsorship of leading energy company, Santos ; the
Principal Partner of the Gallery’s Indigenous collection. Thanks to Santos, children and full-
time students visiting the exhibition receive free entry. Santos is also presenting the
Celebration Day on Saturday 30 October, offering free exhibition admission for every visitor
on the day as well as entertainment and artists’ talks.

Desert Country is showing at the Art Gallery of South Australia in Adelaide, daily from 29
October 2010 until 26 January 2011. The exhibition will go on tour in 2011 and 2012,
travelling to regional Victoria, New South Wales, Queensland and Western Australia.

MEDIA CONTACTS
Miranda Starke Young 08 8207 7032 or 0409 919 510
StarkeYoung.Miranda@artgallery.sa.gov.au

Heidi Chamberlain 08 8207 7554
Chamberlain.Heidi@artgallery.sa.gov.au

MEDIA IMAGES
A selection of images is available for media use for news and review from:
http://www.artgallery.sa.gov.au/agsa’/lhome/Media Centre/2010/Desert_Country/index.html




DESERT COUNTRY

EXHIBITION CURATED BY
Nici Cumpston, Assistant Curator of Australian Paintings, Sculpture and Indigenous Art

ON VIEW
Art Gallery of South Australia, North Terrace Adelaide
Public information: 08 8207 7000 or www.artgallery.sa.gov.au

SEASON
Friday 29 October 2010 — Wednesday 26 January 2011

OPENING HOURS
Daily 10am to 5pm (last admissions 4.30pm)

GUIDED TOURS

Wednesday, Thursday, Saturday, Sunday, public holidays at 1pm
(free with exhibition entry)

Book a private group tour, phone: 08 8207 7578

EXHIBITION BOOK
By Nici Cumpston, with Barry Patton. RRP $80, 216pp.
Available from the Art Gallery Bookshop, Tel: 08 8207 7029 www.artgallery.sa.gov.au/shop

TICKETS

Adult $10, Concession $8, Member $6, U16 free

Children and Students enter FREE — Thanks to Santos

Members’ Season ticket: $10 for unlimited entry, available only to Art Gallery Members
FREE ENTRY for all visitors on Celebration Day, 30 October 2010 — Thanks to Santos
Purchase tickets at the door or online: www.artgallery.sa.gov.au/events

IMAGE: Samuel Miller, Australia, 1966, Pitjantjatjara people, South Australia, Ngayuku ngura - My country, 2009, Kalka, South Australia,
synthetic polymer paint on canvas, 98.0 x 125.0 cm. A.R. Ragless Bequest Fund 2009. Art Gallery of South Australia, Adelaide. © Samuel Miller,
Courtesy of Ninuku Arts.



SPECIAL EVENTS

DESERT COUNTRY CELEBRATION DAY
Saturday 30 October, 10 am — 5 pm FREE
Proudly presented by Santos

The Art Gallery of South Australia welcomes the general public to enjoy a viewing of the
exhibition Desert Country. Also join in free entertainment, artists talks, a Tjanpi weaving
demonstration and free sausage sizzle.

START AT THE GALLERY

Desert Country — Aboriginal art

Sunday 7 November 12 — 3 pm FREE

Presented free by the Balnaves Foundation

Free family fun at the gallery: children can create a desert painting and go on a ‘bush tucker’
tour of the exhibition, plus there will be music, entertainment and storytelling in the sand with
Elders of the Anangu Pitjantjatjara and Yankunytjatjara community.

Free. Bookings are not required.

MEMBERS’ EXCLUSIVE VIEWING

Wednesday 11 November, 6pm

Nici Cumpston leads an intimate, after-dark tour of Desert Country for Art Gallery Members,
followed by drinks and canapés.

Tickets: $35 Members and their guests. Bookings required.

DEPARTURE: DESERT COUNTRY

Friday 5 November 6 — 10 pm

See the outstanding Desert Country exhibition by night, hear from the experts and enjoy an
all-encompassing creative experience of art, music, performance, food and drinks at our next
legendary event for art lovers in their 20s and 30s.

Tickets: $45, $40 Members & Students. SOLD OUT.

IMAGE: Harry Tjutjuna, Australia, ¢.1930s, Pitjantjatjara people, South Australia, Spiderman Wati Wangka , 2007, Ernabella, South Australia,
synthetic polymer paint on linen, 120.0 x 150.0 cm . South Australian Government Grant 2008. Art Gallery of South Australia, Adelaide. © Harry
Tjutjuna, Courtesy of Ernabella Arts and Ninuku Arts.



EXHIBITION FLOOR TALKS
Offered free with exhibition entry

Tuesday 2 November 12.45 pm

Nici Cumpston, Curator, Desert Country and Assistant Curator of Australian Art, speaks
about works by the artists of the Ngaanyatjarra, Pitjantjatjara and Yankunytjatjara lands in
the far northwest of South Australia and the tri-state border region of Western Australia and
the Northern Territory.

Tuesday 16 November 12.45 pm
Brenda L. Croft, Lecturer in Indigenous Art Culture & Design, University of South Australia
speaks about selected works of art in the exhibition.

Sunday 5 December 2pm
Art Gallery Director, Nick Mitzevich, Desert Country curator, Nici Cumpston and Brenda
L.Croft discuss contemporary Indigenous art, “in conversation”, in the exhibition.

TJANPI WEAVING WORKSHOP

Saturday 13 November, 10 am — 5 pm

Anangu women artists guide participants in the creation of their own unique piece of Tjanpi
art.

Tickets: $180, $140, Members, inclusive of all materials, tuition, lunch and refreshments.

EVENT BOOKINGS
For more information and to book tickets for these events, visit:
www.artgallery.sa.gov.au/events or call the Bookings office on 08 8207 7035




DESERT COUNTRY ARTISTS

Ntaria (Hermannsburg)

Albert Namatjira

Enos Namatjira

Otto Pareroultja

Wenten Rubuntja

Billy Benn Perrurle

Papunya Tula Artists

Kaapa Mbitjana Tjampitjinpa
Mick Wallangkarri Tjakamarra
Timmy Tjapangati Payungka

Long Jack Phillipus Tjakamarra

Yala Yala Gibbs Tjungurrayi
Clifford Possum Tjapaltjarri
Tim Leura Tjapaltjarri
Johnny Warangkula Tjupurrula
Anatjari Tjakamarra

Billy Stockman Tjapaltjarri
Mick Namerari Tjapaltjarri
Uta Uta Tjangala

Ronnie Tjampitjinpa

Turkey Tolson Tjupurrula
George Tjungurrayi

Daisy Leura Nakamarra
Lorna Brown Napanangka
Nyurapayia Nampitjinpa
Doreen Reid Nakamarra
Yinarupa Nangala

Naata Nungurrayi

Ikuntji and Watiyawanu Artists
Narputta Nangala Jugadai
Mitjili Napurrula

Lilly Kelly Napangardi
Dorothy Robinson Napangardi
Wentja Morgan Napaltjarri
Ngoia Pollard Napaltjarri
Lynette Corby Nungurrayi
Long Tom Tjapanangka

Bill Whiskey Tjapaltjarri
Warmun Art, East Kimberley
Paddy Jaminji

Rover Thomas

Queenie McKenzie

Jack Britten

Billy Thomas

Mabel Juli

Warlayirti Artists

Wimmitji Tjapangarti
Jarinyanu David Downs
Jimmy Pike

Tjumpo Tjapanangka

Sam Tjampitjin

Boxer Milner

Artists of the Utopia region
Emily Kame Kngwarreye
Kathleen Petyarre
Margaret Turner Apetyarr
Cowboy Loy Pwerl
Angelina Pwerle

Spinifex Arts Project

and Maralinga Tjarutja people
Jonathan Kumintjara Brown
Kunmanara Queama

Hilda Moodoo

Spinifex women:

Estelle Hogan,

Myrtle Pennington

Tjaduwa Woods

Nulbingka Simms
Yarangka Elaine Thomas
Simon Hogan

Roy Underwood

Western Desert Mob

Cliff Reid

Ngipi Ward

Tommy Mitchell

Tommy Watson

APY Artists

Nyankulya Walyampari Watson
Puntjina Monica Watson
Nyayati Stanley Young
Maxine Kanakiya Mick
Samuel Miller

Kunmanara (Jimmy) Baker
Maringka Baker

Kay Baker

Kani Patricia Tunkin
Kunmanara (Eileen Yaritja) Stevens
Kunmanara (Kuntjil) Cooper
Kunmanara (Wingu) Tingima
Ginger Wikilyiri

Bernard Tjalkuri

Tiger Palpatja

Hector Burton

Barney Wangin

Brenton Ken

Tjampawa Katie Kawiny
Wawiriya Burton

Ruby Tjangawa Williamson
Tjungkara Ken

Nura Rupert

Harry Tjutjuna

Dickie Minyintiri

Tali Tali Pompey

Tuppy Goodwin

Milatjari Puman



WIN A DESERT COUNTRY PAINTING

To celebrate the spectacular Aboriginal art exhibition Desert Country at the Art Gallery of
South Australia, the exhibition’s Principal Partner Santos, is offering the chance to win this
stunning painting by Desert Country artist, Tjungkara Ken, valued at $4000.

Pitjantjatjara woman Tjungkara Ken is one of the rising stars in desert art, and in the Desert
Country exhibition. Her painting, Ngayuku ngura — My country 2010, features on the cover of
the exhibition book. She is represented in the collections of the Art Gallery of South
Australia, National Gallery of Victoria and Artbank, among others.

The painting, which depicts the Tjukurpa (Dreaming) story of the Seven Sisters, has been
made available for this competition through Marshall Arts and Tjala Arts (it is not part of the
Desert Country exhibition), and its purchase has been generously funded by Santos.

Enter the competition draw at the Art Gallery of South Australia before 26 January 2011.

IMAGE: Tjungkara Ken, Australia, 1969, Pitjantjatjara people, South Australia, Seven Sisters, 2010, Amata, South Australia, synthetic polymer
paint on linen. Courtesy of Tjala Arts and Marshall Arts. Prize made possible by Santos.



FROM THE PRINCIPAL PARTNER

Santos has been producing natural gas from Australia’s outback for more than 40 years.

As the principal partner of the Art Gallery of South Australia’s Indigenous collection, Santos
is delighted to present Desert Country, a celebration of the creativity and energy of
Aboriginal artists.

Showcasing the gallery’s extensive Aboriginal art collection, Desert Country charts the
journey of the desert painting movement into an internationally renowned art form. This
pioneering spirit is one we share: for more than 40 years Santos has been unlocking
Australia’s vast natural gas resources from deep in the remote outback.

Santos has been a long-time supporter of the Art Gallery through its sponsorship of the
Santos Atrium, the Gallery's principal space to display Aboriginal art, and many of the
Gallery’s special exhibitions.

We are proud to be involved in bringing into the wider community the work of our finest
Aboriginal artists. Through their eyes, Desert Country will take visitors on a wonderful
journey of passion and reverence for this ancient land.

We hope the people of South Australia enjoy the experience.

David Knox
Chief Executive Officer and Managing Director, Sant  0s



